IMMIGRANT VOTING FOR SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS

BACKGROUND FACT SHEET

San Francisco is the proud home of immigrants from around the world

· 37% of the San Francisco population, approximately 285,500 residents, immigrated from abroad.

A significant portion of SFUSD’s students come from immigrant households

· One indication of the high numbers of immigrant children is that approximately 17,000 students, or 30% of the school district student population are limited English proficient (i.e., students in the process of learning English).  

For a 150-year period in our nation’s history, immigrants could vote
· 22 states and territories allowed immigrants to vote and even hold political office during the 19th century and the first three decades of the 20th century, until the anti-immigrant backlash after World War I.  (American University Law Professor Jamie Raskin, Legal Aliens, Local Citizens).

· Our founding fathers believed that allowing newcomers to vote while awaiting citizenship encouraged them to build a stake in our democracy.

San Francisco would not be the first jurisdiction to allow immigrant voting in recent years

· Over the last 25 years, jurisdictions in the states of Maryland, New York, Illinois and Massachusetts have permitted immigrant voting.

· A number of other U.S. jurisdictions, including Washington D.C. and New York City, are considering proposals to allow immigrants to vote in local elections.

Noncitizen voting is common practice in other countries

· 23 countries allow some form of noncitizen voting: Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Columbia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, Uruguay,  and Venezuela.  (David Earnest, Noncitizen Voting Rights: A Survey of an Emerging Democratic Norm).

Immigrants who want to become citizens face enormous bureaucratic challenges
· Due to government red tape and a long INS backlog, immigrants must wait an average of 10 years to become citizens.  (CUNY Professor Ron Hayduk).

· After 9/11, waiting times have dramatically increased.  Between FY 2002-03, the processing times for (1) family-based petitions doubled, (2) applications to replace green cards doubled, and (3) naturalization applications increased by 40%.  Adjustment-of-status application backlogs are at an all-time high, with 1.24 million cases at the end of 2003.  (United States Citizenship and Immigration Services).

Immigrants pay their fair share of taxes and contribute in many ways to the U.S. economy

· In 1997, immigrant households paid an estimated $133 billion in direct taxes to federal, state, and local governments, including property, sales, state & federal income taxes.  (Cato Institute).

· The typical immigrant and his or her children pay an estimated $80,000 more in taxes than they will receive in federal, state and local benefits over their lifetimes.  (National Research Council of National Academy of Sciences).

Immigrants fight our nation’s wars.

· Noncitizens have fought in every major American war and have at times been subject to the draft.

· More than 37,000 noncitizens currently serve in the US Armed Forces.
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