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Good morning.  My name is Tzung-lin Fu and I am a non-citizen resident of Woodside, Queens.  As a person who would be enfranchised by the Voting Rights Restoration Act, I would like to speak to you about why it is important for non-citizens like myself to have the right to participate in municipal elections.

I immigrated to the United States in 2001, became a permanent resident in 2002, and have been residing in New York City since August 2003.  I am currently a law student at New York University School of Law, and I have accepted an offer to work in a Midtown law firm after I graduate next year.  My husband works in downtown Manhattan. New York City is our permanent home.
As a New York City resident, I care about the same things that my fellow New Yorkers care about.  My husband and I take the subway every day, like everyone else, I want the subways to run smoothly every day without delay, and I am frustrated by the ever-increasing MTA prices without any apparent improvement in services.  My tax dollars and subway fares go to supporting the operation of the MTA, but because I am not a citizen, I would not be able to vote for a city council member who will push for improvements in public transportation.

Like my neighbors, I want the city to be safe and crime-free, and I worry about safety when our car has been stolen and vandalized twice in the last two and a half years, and I have seen people mugged at night.  My tax dollars go to support the city’s law enforcement efforts, but because I have no access to the ballot box, I do not have a representative in City Council who will voice my concerns and hold the city government accountable for the safety of my neighborhood.
My husband and I hope to have children in a few years, and we would like to enroll our children in a public school in Queens, where they would be with children of all races and backgrounds, and grow up to be tolerant and compassionate people.  It is, therefore, in my interest to see that the city invests sufficient resources in its public schools, hiring qualified teachers, keeping class sizes small, and giving students all the tools they need to develop into well-rounded citizens.  I know that the best way of pushing the city to focus on education is electing a mayor and city council members who see education as a priority, but I and over a million other New Yorkers, many of us parents, cannot do this, simply because we lack U.S. citizenship.
I have been asked, on prior occasions, “If you want to vote, why don’t you just become a citizen?”  And my answer has been, “I do want to become a citizen, but the process just takes too long.”  I have been a United States resident and taxpayer for more than four years, a permanent resident for three, and a New York City resident for more than two years, and I have only recently become eligible to apply for citizenship.  If the application process goes smoothly, I would become a U.S. citizen at the end of 2006, five and a half years after I first immigrated to this country.  In those five plus years, I will have paid thousands of dollars in taxes and subway fares without having an opportunity to participate in the democratic process in even the community I live in.  This is true taxation without representation, and an antithesis to American democracy.
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Of course, the very existence of Intro 628 and the very fact that you are holding this hearing shows that there are indeed members in the City Council who care about the rights of non-citizens, but this is not enough.  There are over one million non-citizen New York City residents like myself, who are affected by public policies on issues such as public transportation, law enforcement, and public education.  We sometimes talk with each other about our concerns, but there is a feeling of “what’s the use,” since we do not have the power to express those concerns through our vote.  In my neighborhood, which lies on the border of Elmhurst, Woodside, and Jackson Heights, many, if not most, of my neighbors are not U.S. citizens.  This means that public policies are being formed without the participation of a large portion of our community.
This does not have to be the case.  If enacted, the Voting Rights Restoration Act will give non-citizens like myself a political voice, and allow us to push for positive changes in our communities.  Our participation would strengthen the political process, and ensure that public policies are formed with the input of all New Yorkers, and are held accountable to all New Yorkers, which can only be a good thing.  With your support, New York City can have a more vibrant and inclusive democracy.  I urge you to please support Intro 628.
Thank you. 

