City Council Testimony

First, I would like to thank the council for the chance to testify 
today. My name is Catherine James and I have lived legally in this 
country since 1993.

Being an immigrant is like being in an odd kind of limbo. There is an 
inevitable feeling of keeping a foot in two worlds. My family, school 
friends and childhood were in England. My adult life has been spent 
almost entirely in the United States.

I experienced an indescribable feeling of belonging the first time I 
walked into my local deli and my order was prepared without my having 
to utter a word. The city seemed smaller the first time I bumped into 
somebody I knew on the street, without having made plans. Slowly New 
York has become my home. I have made friends, fallen in love, had my 
heart broken, and gotten promoted at work. I was asked to be present 
and assist at the birth of a friend’s baby and have watched that baby 
grow up. I have become integrated. I have watched my community change 
over the years. This is my home.

I say this to illustrate that I am already here, already immersed in [image: image1.png]



this city. I take the buses, pay taxes, eat at restaurants and buy my 
groceries. I have worked since my arrival, supporting adults with 
developmental disabilities and I love my work. At the advocacy 
organization where I am currently employed, we talk a great deal about 
the importance of being vocal and visible. They, like myself want to be 
able to participate fully in their neighborhoods and the decisions that 
affect them so profoundly on a day-to-day basis. The barriers are 
frustrating. There is so much to be done legislatively and I want to be 
involved, I want to do my part. I want to feel that this city to which 
I want to contribute, has a place for me. I want to be able to vote.

I am connected to New York. We are partners. However it is a strange 
kind of association when one person wants to get meaningfully involved 
and the other party says “no.” I guess what I’m saying is that I would 
like to take this relationship a step further. I feel like it’s time 
for a little reciprocity. I have been paying my way and it’s time to go 
”Dutch.”
