Michele Adolphe’s Testimony to the NYC Council
I apologize for not being able to appear in person but thank the committee for considering my statement.  My heart goes out to the organizing committee and its sponsors for this important bill.  I write on behalf of thousands of Haitians and others who are full participants in our great city but are prohibited from exercising their franchise.  Please understand that I am referring to legal residents (permanent residents and those on temporary status) who are homeowners, business leaders, teachers, lawyers, doctors, husbands, wives, parents of United States citizens.  I can’t help but reminded of the years preceding the American Revolution when the Patriots’ rallying cry was NO TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION.  Here we are over 220 years later confronted with the same issue of taxation without representation.  If it wasn’t fair then, how can this be right now?
I am yet to hear a compelling reason why legal non citizens shouldn’t be allowed to participate in municipal elections.  Besides, up until a few years ago non citizens were allowed to participate in school board elections with the thought being that their participation would be a net positive for our schools.  And it was.  
There are some who oppose this bill under the pretence that it would discourage our non citizens from becoming citizens.  Those miss the point on many fronts.  Firstly, although the law makes non citizens eligible for citizenship after three or five years of permanent residency, the reality is that the process takes many more years and often hundreds of dollars to complete.  The cost and lengthy process have more to do with delaying the road to full citizenship.  Hopefully, we can all continue to lobby INS to reduce the burden.  But until then,   I implore you ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of many in my community, to bring hope and empowerment to thousands of law abiding, vibrant, tax paying residents of this great city of ours.  I urge you to rally around this very serious civil rights issue.  Thank you for the opportunity to address you.
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